
     

News Release – February 29, 2016 

Child Welfare Services in the City of Kenora and Surrounding Areas 

 

A major change will be taking place in the provision of Child Welfare services within the City of Kenora and surrounding 

areas: 

What? Effective February 29, 2016 an agreement will be signed between Kenora Rainy River Child and Family Services 

(KRRDCFS) and Tikinagan Child and Family Services (Tikinagan) that will allow Tikinagan to provide child welfare 

services to all of their band members living off reserve within the city of Kenora and the surrounding areas. 

Why? The Chiefs of Nishnawbe-Aski Nation created Tikinagan Child and Family Services in 1984 with the intent that this 

new agency, a designated Children’s Aid Society, would provide child welfare services to all of their band 

members living both on and off reserve. 

 Over the years numerous efforts were brought forward to the government to change the legal jurisdictions 

within the Kenora District to allow aboriginal agencies to increase its jurisdiction to include band members living 

off reserve. For various reasons these efforts did not reach fruition and still the jurisdictional issue remains 

stalled. 

Part X of the Child and Family Services Act speaks to the principle that First Nations children and families should, 

whenever possible, receive child welfare services from an aboriginal child welfare agency. 

When KRRDCFS was incorporated in July of 2011, its management staff began meeting with the management 

staff of our aboriginal partners with the goal of achieving agreements where designated aboriginal child welfare 

agencies could provide child welfare services to their band members living off reserve. This goal is consistent 

with the original intent of the Chiefs of the Nishnawbe-Aski  Nation, the direction given by the board of KRRDCFS, 

as well as the principles outlined in part X of the Child and Family Services Act. 

When? This important agreement has been reached and will take effect following a formal signing ceremony on 

February 29, 2016. 

How? The most significant change will be the referral of child protection concerns regarding band members of the 30 

First Nation communities located within the present jurisdiction served by Tikinagan. These referrals will now be 

made directly to Tikinagan rather than to KRRDCFS. If there is uncertainty as to which agency should be 

contacted, either agency would be pleased to accept your call and direct your information to the appropriate 

agency or, if necessary, provide any service that may be required at the time of referral and redirect to the 

appropriate agency once the immediate safety of the child is assured. 

The primary focus for both agencies continues to be the immediate safety, wellbeing and best interest of 

children.  

Who? For further information please contact:   

Thelma Morris, Executive Directive or Bill Kuzemczak, Service Manager at Tikinagan (807) 737-3466  

Bill Leonard, Executive Director or Carmen Marginet, Director of Family Services at KRRDCFS (807) 467-5437 

  

 


