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A major change took place in the provision of child welfare services in Dryden and Ignace and surrounding areas. 

What? On December 15, 2014, an agreement was signed between Kenora-Rainy River Districts Child and Family 
Services (KRRDCFS) and Tikinagan Child and Family Services (Tikinagan) that will authorize Tikinagan to 
provide child welfare services to all of their band members living within the municipalities of Dryden, 
Ignace and surrounding areas.  

Why? Part X of the Child and Family Services Act speaks to the principle that First Nations children and families 
should, whenever possible, receive child welfare services from an aboriginal agency. 

The Chiefs of Nishnawbe-Aski Nation communities created Tikinagan in 1984. In 1987, the Ministry of 
Community and Social Services designated Tikinagan as a full Children’s Aid Society and it now serves a 
region that encompasses 30 First Nation communities.  

 Over the past while KRRDCFS has been noticing an increase of referrals for families who have relocated to 
Dryden, Ignace and the surrounding areas from their northern First Nation community. While Dryden and 
Ignace are within the jurisdiction served by KRRDCFS, it was felt by KRRDCFS that it would be consistent 
with the spirit of the Child and Family Services Act if these families could be served by an aboriginal child 
welfare agency and therefore contacted Tikinagan to determine if they would be interested in providing 
child welfare services to these families. Tikinagan agreed, stating that this would also be consistent with 
the direction they have been given by their Chiefs and Councils.  It also provides the opportunity for 
families in this region to access the culturally appropriate services offered through Tikinagan’s Mamow 
Obiki-ahwahsoowin service model , which means “Everyone working together to raise our children.” 

When? This agreement took effect following a formal signing ceremony on December 15, 2014. 

How? The most significant change will be the referral of child protection concerns regarding band members of 
the northern First Nation communities who have relocated to the municipalities of Dryden, Ignace and 
the surrounding areas. These referrals will now be made directly to Tikinagan rather than to KRRDCFS.  If 
there is uncertainty as to which agency should be contacted, either agency would be pleased to accept 
your call and direct your information to the appropriate agency or, if necessary, provide any service that 
may be required at the time of referral and redirect to the appropriate agency once the immediate safety 
of the child is assured. 

The primary focus for both agencies continues to be the immediate safety, well-being and best interests 
of children.  

Who? For further information, please contact Ernest Beck or Bill Kuzemczak from Tikinagan at 737-3466; Bill 
Leonard or Carmen Marginet from KRRDCFS at 467-5437. 
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